
Transcendental Thoughts in Tune 
Presentation Assignment 

Working with a partner, you are to select a song from the list below to examine 
through the transcendentalist theory.  You are to 

• find and present as many of the five tenets of transcendentalism that 
we’ve been discussing in class within the lyrics 

•  relate your chosen song to “Nature” (Emerson), “Walden” (Thoreau), or 
both either directly or thematically

• provide your classmates with the lyrics (either via handout or projection)
• play your chosen song (preferably with lyrics visible) for the class

• Each song may only be used once in each class.  Songs will be chosen on a first come, 
first served basis.

• Any digital presentation must be created on Google slides and shared with Ms. Bard 
(bard@msbard.com) prior to presentation period.  Additionally, any copies needed to be 
made by Ms. Bard must be submitted the day before the presentation by hand or email 
(bard@msbard.com)

• Make sure to prepare for your presentation: focus on delivery (speech, posture, eye 
contact, volume) and readiness (order & delivery of content, shared responsibility of 
speaking, knowledge of what is to be said)

• This short presentation is worth 25 points - the rubric that will be used for grading each 
presentation is on the reverse side of this page.
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